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North Lake Shore Drive Recommended Solutions

The Chicago Lakefront is a treasure to be celebrated. It is encouraging to know that “expanding the number
of general purpose travel lanes on the Outer Drive will not be considered for this study”.
The emphasis should be:

1. To expand safe, pedestrian, bicycle and public transportation along the Lakefront,

2. To improve access to the lakefront,

3. Reduce dependence on the automobile while insuring smooth, safe automobile traffic flow.

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE / AESTHETICS
1. Create additional parkland by expanding the park into Lake Michigan. This will allow for:
a. The creation of two lakefront non-automobile trails — high speed (bicyclists), low speed
(pedestrians.
b. The development of scenic overlooks and expanded beaches.
c. Additional revetment opportunities.
d. Additional plantings and an opportunity for placement of sculptures along the drive.

SAFETY / TRAFFIC FLOW
1. Establish two physically separate lakefront trails (each wider than current 20 feet), one for high
speed (bicycles, skateboarders, roller skaters) and one for low speed (walkers, joggers)
Add pedestrian bridges over the drive to improve safety for lakefront access.
Extend ramps (both entering and exiting) at Fullerton and Belmont.
Straighten the Oak Street Beach curve to reduce crashes.
Eliminate Chicago Avenue traffic signal and replace with another access solution.

B BTy b

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION / INTERNAL CIRCULATION
1. Develop internal, free internal park trolley system to connect existing parking facilities to
lakefront attractions including Golf Course, Driving Range, Nature Museum, Zoo, Chicago
History Museum, and Lincoln Park Cultural Center). This would reduce automobile traffic.
2. Provide additional non-automobile alternatives to access park from the CTA trains stations with
the ability to connect to the internal trolley system.

WAYFINDING
1. Improve wayfinding to the lakefront that will make it more likely and easier for transit riders,
pedestrians and bicyclists to access the park and its amenities by non-automobile modes.

EAST-WEST ACCESS
1. Provide additional non-automobile alternatives to access the park from the north-south CTA trains
stations with the ability to connect to a Lincoln Park internal trolley system.

AMENITIES
1. Provide showers and lockers for bicyclists and pedestrians along the lakefront trails
2. Provide more Divvy bike stations and secure bicycle racks especially at Lakefront Cultural
attractions.

ENVIRONMENTAL
1. Convert all parking lots to environmentally sensitive surfaces including permeable pavers,
extensive landscaping, and storm water retention.
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Raise the Drive

A proposed concept for the Illinois Department of Transportation and the Chicago Department

of Transportation:
I am proposing raising North Lake Shore Drive on concrete stilts. See the drawings that follow.
This would nearly double the amount of park space along the lakefront, provide the room that

is necessary to separate pedestrians and cyclists so that they each have their own paths, provide
shade in the summer and overhead shelter from the rain.

This certainly is feasible; the photos below are of the 88 and 355 interchange.
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RECEIVED
JUL 08 204

. July 8th, 2014
RE: North Lake Shore Drive
User Comments

LAKE SHORE DRIVE IS A SAFE AND VITAL TRAFFIC ROUTE FOR CARS & BUSES:

1.

North Lake Shore Drive (LSD) provides a safe and efficient access for high dense
neighborhood between downtown and Northside. In fact, it's the ONLY volume access
east of the expressway 1-90-94.

LSD removes a high volume of traffic off local streets making it safer for pedestrians and
cars going to local shops, homes and businesses around the city.

Its expressway design separates it from pedestrians and bikers entering the park by
means of it limited access ramps and overpasses.

Its design with 8 lanes, separated by a median, with well designed on and off ramps,
makes it appropriate for more normal car speeds of 45 to 50mph.

The current arbitrarily set speed of 40 mph is not reasonable, and out of character with
the design of the drive, and psychologically makes it hard to respect. In past years, the
speed limit was set at 45 mph during summer months, and only reverted to 40 mph
during winter months when weather was below freezing. A few years ago, they stopped
restoring the speeds to the more reasonable 45 mph. It begs the question, "Are people
speeding, or has the city set an inappropriate and illogical speed limit on LSD?"

LSD is one part of a larger scheme of main roadways. It links Skokie on the northwest
via Route #14 where it's called Caldwell and continues eastward onto Peterson, then
onto Ridge and Hollywood directly onto the north end of LSD. That route is the only
series of continuous four lane roadways, that circumvents local traffic without
contributing to congestion on 190-94. It would be a shame to try to turn it into some type
of bottleneck by adding anything to interfere with that flow of traffic.

THERE IS A MAJOR SAFETY CONCERN IN THE PARK - BIKE LANES AND CROSSING
STREETS!

1.

In the summer, there is a conflict with the north-south bike paths and the east-west
streets that enter north Lincoln Park. There is no easy way to manage it at present.
When pedestrians and bikers go flying across the streets at Montrose, Wilson, Lawrence
and Foster en masse, they often have vehicle traffic backed up trying to enter the park.
If funds were available to improve safety, constructing flyovers for pedestrians and bikes
at those crucial locations - Montrose, Wilson and Lawrence - would improve safety and
traffic for all, and would leave LSD the scenic express route it was intended to be.
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Please write your question or comment in the area below (please print). Include your name, home address, and email if you
would like to receive a response to your questions or comments.
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Please return this form to a project representative or

email form to info@northlakeshoredrive.org or return mail to

NLSD Study

c/o Civiltech Engineering
30 N La Salle, Suite 2624
Chicago, IL 60602
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ACTIVE 9 West Hubbard Street T 312.427.3325
TRANSPORTATION Suite 402 F 312.427.4907

ALLIANCE Chicago, IL 60610-6515 info@activetrans.com
www.aclivetrans.org

July 28, 2014

NLSD Study

c¢/o Civiltech

30 N. LaSalle, Suite 2624
Chicago, IL 60602

Dear Project Team,

It’s been great to see the enthusiasm surrounding the planned reconstruction of
North Lake Shore Drive and the widespread support for a bold vision for the
project that serves the needs of everyone who uses our lakefront. The revised draft
of the Purpose and Need statement reflects increased attention to alternative
modes of transportation, but there is still more that can be done. The reality is the
Drive’s capacity for cars is not likely to increase and, with the number of people
moving through the corridor continuing to grow, the only way to accommodate
this heightened demand is to expand access for alternative modes.

Our planning team has previously submitted comments on specific designs as part
of the alternatives development workshop. In addition, we continue to urge you to
consider further incorporating the following principles into the Purpose and Need:

1) Establish Mode Share Goals - Focus should be on increasing capacity
of people traveling through the corridor, not cars. Consider adding goals for
increasing transit, walking and biking mode shares in the corridor to X, Y
and Z percent.

2) Increase Transit Capacity and Speeds — Separate transit from
automobile traffic to create a rapid transit system on the lakefront that will
attract and move more people at higher speeds. This is desperately needed
given the high population and jobs density along the lakefront.

3) Boost Safety and Connectivity on the Lakefront- Separate
bicyclists from pedestrians to increase safety on the lake front; add more
and better-designed access points; redesign roadway connections and
intersections to provide a more seamless park experience between the

neighborhoods and the lakefront.

Thank you for your attention and concern to these critical issues. We look forward
to continuing to be part of the public process as it moves forward.

Sincerely,

RPN

Ron Burke
Executive Director
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