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Regional and birds eye views of the Chicago plan, and a picture of Daniel Burnham, all circa 1909. 
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Historic Context 



Summaries of central area projects, historical photographs of Lake Shore Drive and bridges 
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Historic Context 



Existing conditions with Olive Park on left, and North Street beach visible on the right. 
 
Proposed Lakefront Improvements, Chicago, IL. 

Grand Avenue to North Avenue Existing Conditions 
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Grand Avenue to North Avenue The Expanded Vision 

Project Goals:  
• Provide direct connection between lakefront and neighborhoods.  
• Expand park space available to adjacent neighborhoods.  
• Mitigate Lakeshore Drive hazards and noise.  
• Create “green” terminus to Michigan Avenue.  
• Develop shoreline protection measures.  
• Introduce Landscape elements appropriate to Lake Michigan shoreline. 
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Proposed character of North Lake Shore Drive proposed  
Improvements 
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Proposed Improvements 



Left: Oak Street Existing Conditions  Right: Oak Street Beach with proposed improvements 
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Proposed Improvements Existing Conditions 



Left: Lakeshore Park and Promenade Existing Conditions Right: Lakeshore Park and Promenade with proposed 
improvements and expansion 
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Proposed Improvements Existing Conditions 



Aerial view of Lake Shore Drive proposed improvements 
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Proposed Lakefront Improvements, Chicago, IL 

In Conclusion: 
 
• This plan will add nearly 60 acres of park land area and 

1.2 miles (6,258 feet) of additional shoreline 
 
• This will be a legacy project for Chicago, emphasizing 

ideas and concepts reflected in the Burnham Plan, 
efforts to preserve and enhance the lakefront, and the 
Central Area Action Plan 

 
• The project is a complement to memorialize the 

centennial of the Burnham Plan 
 

• The inclusion of highway reconstruction and 
replacement of the deteriorated revetments along this 
portion of the shoreline enhances the possibility of 
multiple funding sources 
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